
 

 

MINUTES 
Charlottesville Area Association of REALTORS®  

Professional Development Group 
Monday, April 28, 2025 

9:30 – 10:30 a.m. Hillsdale Conference Center 
 

Attendance 

Present: Abrams, Ashleigh (Chair), Moody, Melissa (Vice Chair),  

Dunbar, Anita, Haines, Ivy, Kibler, Michele, Patton, Donna, Haines, Ivy, Staff: Kirkhart, Teresa. 

Not Present: Savage, Tara, Carter-Johnston, Roxanne (Board Liaison) 

 

Welcome and Call to Order 

Chair, Ashleigh Abrams called the meeting to order at 9:30 and Vice Chair, Melissa Moody reviewed the CAAR Antitrust 

Minutes - The minutes from March 24, 2025, were approved as presented 

Old Business  

2026 Official Education Workbook -Staff reviewed progress of speaker confirmations to date. 

a. Feb 12, 2026, GMM- Creating Inventory:  Strategies for Finding More listings – Speaker, 
Sasha Tripp (confirmed). 

b. May 7, 2026, GMM-Transportation Updates – Speakers:   
i. Moderator: Neil Williamson, Free Enterprise Forum President 

Panelist: Christine Jacobs, Thomas Jefferson Planning District Commission (TJPDC), 
Executive Director (confirmed) 
Carrie Shepheard, P.E., Virginia Department of Transportation (VDOT) 
Scott Thornton, Virginia Department of Transportation (VDOT) 
Kevin McDermot, County of Albemarle, Deputy Director of Planning (confirmed)     

ii. We are waiting on a few speakers from transportation for staff to confirm with a  
following up.  

c. Nov 12, 2026, GMM – Insurance Policy Update:  Are you at Risk for a Cancelled Policy? 
Speakers: Jeremy Rowe, Goosehead Insurance, Beth Heck, Towe Insurance (confirmed). 
Awaiting confirmation from Neil Gorman, Specialized Insurance. 

d. The remaining three GMM’s are scheduled with staff confirming speakers: 
i. Mar 19, 2026 – Professional Honor Society 
ii. Sept 10, 2026 – Annual Development & Economic Summit 

iii. Dec 3, 2026 – Installation of Officers 
e. Feb 20, 2026, Latte and Learn-Affordable Housing in the Charlottesville Area – Dave Norris 

thinks we need to pare down our content for the timeframe.  He thinks Michael Guthrie would be 
excellent for the speaker.  

f. May 15, 2026, Crozet Downtown Initiative – Speakers:   David Stoner & Lee Cilimberg 
(confirmed) 

g. Nov 13, 2026, Latte & Learn How to Work with Investors:  Helping compute ROI and 
Determining a Good Investment- Speaker:  Sydney Robertson is checking with another person 
to co-speak 

h. The remaining two Latte & Learn are from YPN and they are confirming speakers. 
i. Apr 10, 2026, YPN Guiding Buyers from Land Purchase to Construction:  A 

Roundtable Discussion with Land Lender:  Megan Rodgers, Farm Credit of the 
Virginias, REALTOR®: (TBD-reaching out to Josh Tracy/Josh White/Jeff Mattie), 
Construction Lender: Reaching out to Cleve Brannock and Builder:  TBD- Jeff Mattie is 
reaching out to a few potentials 

ii. Sept 4, 2026, YPN Identifying Possible Appraisal Issues While Touring Homes with 
Buyers – Speaker:  Woody Fincham to be confirmed. 

Designation- Real Estate Negotiation Expert         

a. The group confirmed that this would be the designation that we would offer in 2026 along with the 
Graduate, REALTOR® Institute Program. 

The group agreed that our 2026 schedule looks good.  



 

 

          
 
New Business          

a. New Member Orientation for new members will have a different look in 2026.  Tiffany Vann, 
Membership Manager will host a monthly zoom orientation for those members that join in that 
month.  They will have two opportunities to complete the orientation.  Since CAAR already offers 
the Sweet 16 Program in the same months as we hold the New Member Orientation Day with the 
required Code of Ethics and Fair Housing classes, we will be utilizing these for the new members.  
This will significantly reduce the budget line.   

b. There were concerns from one of the New Member instructors who expressed reservations with 
mixing new agents with seasoned agents for these two courses as instructors teach them differently 
for new members.  

              

Board Updates – Roxanne Carter-Johnston was absent but shared information via email. A big topic of 
discussion at the Board level is non-REALTOR® licensee membership requirement for MLS access (commercial 
also), this is an ongoing conversation about what this looks like for CAAR. Also, the CAAR Centennial BBQ on 
6/7 3pm to 6pm – You must register to attend.   

 
Virginia Realtors – Donna Patton shared that there will be new forms for compensation offered   
     

 

Adjourn – 9:55          


